Vroom Vroom Airplane!
-Title by Abdulaziz Al Majed
-A project by the Starfish class (students ages 2.5-2.11)
-Duration of the project: 5 weeks, January 2020-February 2020

Phase 1- Beginning the Project
The students in the Starfish classroom are very interested in all things that
go. They love trains, cars, trucks, and airplanes. While on the playground
they excitedly yell “airplane!” whenever one flies overhead. They also try to
chase and point at it while it flies by. The students love to travel and all of
them have experience going on airplanes with their families. In the autumn,
Aya went on a trip with her parents and then came back and told her
friends about it. She started a conversation about being on the airplane and
flying to the airport. The children involved in the discussion were happy to
talk about airplanes. Another time, Sulaiman told his classmates about how
his Baba was traveling. He said, “My Baba airplane.” This provoked more
students to share when they traveled or their family members traveled.
Knowing that the students’ interest in airplanes was persistent, and that
winter break was coming up and a lot of students would be traveling, Mrs.
Cassidy decided to select the topic of airplanes as the subject of an
in-depth study.
To begin with, Mrs. Cassidy developed a project planning web of ideas to
highlight the possibilities of the project. She tried to imagine all the things
the students might know and also what they might want to know. Then she
did some of her own research to acquaint herself with the topic. Lastly, she
aligned the topic web with possible standards and teaching goals.

The first day back after winter break, Mrs. Cassidy sat students down to
start a conversation with them. Using the question “where did you travel?”
She let students take over the conversation with the hope that someone
would mention Going on a Plane. Ali immediately said, “Me, I go travel!”
Then she asked him “where did you travel?” He told her he went to Spain
and swam in the water. At this point Yanis said “I travel with Mama! And
Papa also! And Yaya! Go in sky.” Hearing this, Mubarak also talked about
going in the sky and connected the idea to being in a rocket ship. Using
this, Mrs. Cassidy asked if anyone had to go in the sky in an airplane.
Yousef told her he went on an airplane with his Mama, Tamtam, and his
nanny. Khaled talked about Going on a Plane with his Mama and playing
with his Thomas train on the plane. From there, the conversation took off!
The students were very excited to talk about their knowledge of airplanes
and the trips they have taken.
The next day, to provoke the interest of all the children in the class, Mrs.
Cassidy played airplane sounds during one of the morning meetings. Then
she played the nursery rhyme song “I’m A Little Airplane” and taught the

students dance moves to go along with the lyrics. They loved pretending to
be airplanes and singing along. In the Piazza during project time, Mrs.
Cassidy made paper airplanes with the students and they flew them across
the room. They had contests to see who could fly their plane the furthest.
Finally, in small groups she passed out coloring sheets of different types of
airplanes and let them choose which ones they wanted to color. She used
this time to host small group discussions about airplanes. These small
groups continued all week and Mrs. Cassidy was able to write down the
students’ comments about airplanes.
After analyzing the students’ comments and conversations, Mrs. Cassidy
noticed that some common themes continued to arise. She used her notes
to identify several questions for research:
1) What do you do on an airplane?
a) The children were especially interested in eating food on a
plane, watching T.V., playing with their toys, and going to the
bathroom.
2) What is in the airport?
a) Students mentioned the airport a lot, but were unable to discuss
details about an airport. Instead, they kept saying airplanes fly
to the airport.
3) What are the parts of an airplane?
a) Some students knew a few key vocabulary words about
airplanes (Cash mentioned propeller and several students said
wings), but overall their knowledge was limited.

Phase 2- Developing the Project
As phase 2 began, Mrs. Cassidy brought in some new books about
airplanes including Airplanes and Going on a Plane. These stories were
used throughout the rest of the project (and even once the project was
completed) in order to pique student interest and help them gather
information to answer questions. She read these stories to the class and
invited the students to discuss what they learned from the books. Through
the stories, some new concepts were introduced, such as using tickets to
get on the plane, checking luggage, and showing a passport for
identification. The book Going on a Plane was very informative and also
discussed flight attendants and some aspects of their jobs. For example,
flight attendants show us how to put on our seatbelts, and they pass out
food to us.
After reading airplane stories and looking at more airplane photos, we
began to make our topic web. Mrs. Cassidy brought a small group of
students with her to the atelier to get materials to make a topic web. After
taping a blank paper to the wall, Mrs. Cassidy used the morning meeting to
have students help her create the topic web. In the middle of the topic web
she put a picture of an airplane. Then she added subtopics that she had
heard the children discuss the last two weeks. Finally, she asked the
students to start calling out everything they knew about planes and she
wrote down their ideas. For the rest of the project, any new information
learned was added to the web. Mrs. Cassidy reviewed the topic web with
students daily, in order to help them remember all the information that had
been discussed.

In the dramatic play areas teachers introduced topic related materials. For
example, during morning meetings Mrs. Cassidy or Mrs. Nadia would hand
out plane tickets during sign in. Each student would get their ticket and then
find their seat on the plane before starting the next part of the day. One day,
Mrs. Nadia set up a security check point station. Using old cardboard boxes
that she decorated, and purses she had from home, she created an X-ray
machine and a pretend metal detector for the students to role play with.
Airplane toys and pillows were added to the classroom for pretend play and
also to use as a model when describing the different parts of a plane. Both
teachers also brought in suitcases and clothing to fill the suitcases with.
The students learned important vocabulary in both Arabic and English.

While learning about airports, Mrs. Cassidy taught students about the
importance of a passport and customs. Each child made their own passport
so they could travel to a new country. Both Mrs. Cassidy and Mrs. Nadia
made suitcases with the children. Each teacher had their own craft project
to help the children create a suitcase and then decide what to pack.
Students were encouraged to build an airport using legos and then asked
what parts of the airport they constructed. Mrs. Nadia also had the children
work on a group project to paint a cardboard cut out of an airplane and then
added student faces in the windows. This helped children learn difficult
Arabic vocabulary for the different parts of a plane.

During several project times, Mrs. Cassidy used the projector to display
pictures of airplanes and airports. She also used the projector to show
students how planes take off and land. The students pretended to be
airplanes and flew around the room. They discussed the different parts of

the plane that they could see in the pictures and videos and many new
conversations about airplanes began between the students. Mrs. Cassidy
encouraged children to draw pictures of airplanes and also depict airplanes
using clay or loose parts. Then the children who created representations of
airplanes, had the opportunity to share their creations with the class and
describe their work.
Below are two conversations recorded on separate days while the students
made clay airplanes.
Conversation 1:
“I need to roll it,”-Cash
“I need some water,” -Nadia
“I need water.” -Aya
“See its hard, we need this water.” -Cash while showing Mrs. Cassidy how
hard the clay is and showing her how to add water to make it more
malleable.
“I’m making an airplane Cassidy and I’m making a ticket for go on the
airplane.”-Cash
While passing out flattened clay, Ali said, “This one ticket, This one ticket
for you (handed clay to Nadia). This one for you (handed clay to Mrs.
Cassidy).
“My airplane! Save that for my Mama.” -Nadia
“Me cut my airplane! Me make airplane!”- Sulaiman
“I made airplane. I need to cut and I need knife Mrs. Cassidy.” -Adam
“I make the tail.”-Nadia
“I made big airplane!” -Yousef.
“Roll, roll it.” Roaa
“Airplane with wings!” -Adam
“I have Baba airlane!” -Mubarak
Conversation 2:
“I’m making ball! Making nose. I’m making airplane wings. Look at this, this
one for airplane. (Holding up clay)” -Leo

“The wing. Yes its gonna fly. Vroom, Vroooooooom! (then he threw the clay
airplane in the same way he had been throwing paper airplanes minutes
before this activity”-Aziz

Since the children in the Starfish class are only 2.5 years old, a field trip to
the airport was not possible. However, two expert speakers were brought in
to discuss their knowledge with the children. Mrs. Jody Goodwin flew over
from the U.S. during this project. She was asked to take pictures of her
journey and parts of the airport and airplane. Then Mrs. Cassidy printed
these photos for the children to see. Mrs. Goodwin came one morning to
talk to the children about her experiences at the airport and on an airplane.
Before her visit, Mrs. Cassidy worked with the children to write down
questions for her. When she came to the class she brought her carry-on
bag, the bag the airline provides for its passengers, her passport, and her
ticket stubs. Mrs. Goodwin described her journey step by step. She made
sure to talk about the food that was served on the airplane, what she did to
keep busy or pass the time, and what she saw/experienced in the airport.

Our next expert speaker was Captain Fahad. He is a pilot for Kuwait
Airways. The children also helped compose a list of questions for him prior
to his visit. Captain Fahad shared pictures of the plane that he flies and of
himself in the cockpit of the airplane. He brought his captain’s briefcase
with the headset that he uses to communicate while flying the plane. He
also wore his pilot’s outfit. The children loved seeing him and we all learned
a lot of new vocabulary to add to our topic web. For example, he taught us

about the cockpit, first officer, and runway. Using one of our model planes
he asked the children to name the parts of the plane. Captain Fahad was
pleasantly surprised to find out that the children already knew most parts of
the plane.

Captain Fahad also did a mock flight with the children. During this time, he
took the children through each step of take off and landing. The children
pretended to call air traffic control and request permission to fly. They
listened to Captain Fahad give a mini speech about the flight to the
passengers. Then they checked the weather to make sure it was safe.
Finally, they pretended to land the plane in Dubai. At the end of his visit,
Captain Fahad passed out pilot shirts he had made for the students. After
Mrs. Goodwin’s and Captain Fahad’s visits, the students began
incorporating new vocabulary into their conversations and dramatic play!
Phase 3- Concluding the Project
After many weeks learning about airplanes Mrs. Cassidy decided it was
time to conclude the project. The students had answered the questions
they asked at the beginning of the project, and they had benefited greatly
from the expert speakers. Although student interest in airplanes had not
waned (if anything it had grown), Mrs. Cassidy did not hear new questions
arise or see the project developing further. Instead, the children continued
to role play, which was reinforcing the information they had already learned.
To sum up the project, Mrs. Cassidy made a slide show of all the work the
students had done. She went over their initial questions, and then in a large
group showed them the slide show of their work. She also added pictures
of them talking with Mrs. Goodwin and Captain Fahad, as well as pictures
of planes (inside and outside) and airports. During the slide show she
asked students to discuss what they saw in the pictures. Mrs. Cassidy
recorded this whole-group discussion and used the students’ comments as
a way to assess the knowledge they had gained over the course of the
project.

Notes:
Some of what the teachers and children gained from this project included
new vocabulary, phonological awareness, name recognition, math skills
including counting, counting quantities, spacial relationships, fine and gross
motor skills, problem solving skills, social and emotional skills through
group project work and sharing their ideas as well as materials, and
science concepts. All of these skills will aid the children in high-level
thinking strategies as they grow older. The students were able to explore
the same topic through hands-on work, in a variety of ways that sparked
their interest. The students’ enthusiasm allowed the project to progress,
while teachers respected their ideas and granted them the ability to acquire
knowledge on their own terms.

Standards met:
Level 3 language standards worked on:
LA1L3:
a. Speaks audibly and expresses thoughts, feelings, and ideas.
b.Asks and answers questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that is
not understood.
d. Chooses artwork to display and identify the medium or materials used to create it.
LA2L3:
a.With prompting and support, recalls important facts from an informational text, story or poem
after hearing it read aloud.
b.With prompting and support, “reads” illustrations in a picture book by describing facts learned
from the pictures.
c.With prompting and support, makes connections between an informational text, story or poem
and one’s own experience.
d. Asks and answers questions about the meaning of new words and phrases introduced
through text (books, poems, stories), activities, and play.
Level 3 social & emotional standards worked on:
SE2L3:
a. Demonstrates the ability to work effectively with a partner or in a group.
b.Differentiates between one's personal rights and those of others and uses communication and
problem-solving to set personal boundaries, resolve conflicts, and develop positive
relationships.
Level 3 cognitive standards worked on:
C1L3:
a. Makes predictions about changes in materials or objects based on past experience.
c.Observes and describes or represents scientific phenomena meaningful to children’s lives that
have a repeating pattern.
d. Records observations and shares ideas through simple forms of representation such as
drawings.
f. Describes simple (color, size) features of places and objects in the student’s environment.
g. Listens to, imitates, and improvises sounds, patterns, or songs.
h. Listens to and says the names of numbers in meaningful contexts.
C2L3:
a.Creates scenarios, props, and settings for dramatizations and dramatic play.
Level 3 Physical standards worked on:
PHL3:
a. Builds body awareness, strength and coordination through locomotion activities.
c.Uses the pincer grip to manipulate materials.
d. Responds to a variety of musical rhythms through body movement.

