Introduction:
The students showed immense interest in candy and lollipops one day when we
made a lollipop craft to go along with the letter Ll. Initially, it was supposed to be
one craft to help reinforce the letter sound for Ll, however, the children made
multiple versions of the same craft and engaged in dramatic play with their
lollipops for an extended period of time. This gave me an idea to do more candy
crafts and to add them to our dramatic play area.
The next day we made ice cream pictures with puffy paint. The children enjoyed
this activity and several children asked if we could have real lollipops and ice
cream. This sparked questions about how we get real candy and sweets?

Phase 1-Beginning the project:

Phase 1-Beginning the project:
For two weeks the students, Miss Saly, and myself created and role played in our
pretend candy shop. At first, the students helped me make and set up the whole
shop. We used art materials in order to create lollipops, ice cream cones, ice
cream balls, toppings, and other candies. The students helped me write the
letters to make a sign that read “Candy Shop.” We also brought in a pretend cash
register, telephone, and paper and writing materials to complete our shop. The
students took turns being the shop keeper and the customers. At one point, they
also brought in tea pots and cups from the sensory bin, in order to sell more in
their shop. This was a wonderful time for me to record their conversations and
notice any questions, areas of interest, or misgivings they might have about
candy shops.
During the second week, I brought in several stories to read to the students
about baking and candy. First we read the book Spot Bakes A Cake. In this story
the students got to see the ingredients Spot purchases from the store and the
process he goes through in order to make a cake for his father. Next, I read the
book Bonk The Healthy Monster, which is a book about a monster who loves the
local candy shop and is their number one customer, until he decides to turn his
life around and have a more healthy life-style. After reading these stories we had
a class discussion about baking and what types of things are sold in candy
shops. On one day, we baked carrot and apple muffins during our kitchen
activity. On another day, the students were asked to draw pictures of a candy
shop and talk about what they would sell in their stores. Then they were
encouraged to create their own candy shops using legos. During this time, I sat
and observed their play so that I could record more of their ideas.
Finally, we ended phase one by creating a web of our ideas and questions. Using
the observational notes I had taken during the students’ dramatic play and
drawings, I created several subtopics around our center idea of a candy shop.
Then I asked students to tell me what they knew about each category. As the

students told me things, I wrote their ideas down on post-it notes and let them
stick them to our web. Finally, I asked students to come up with any final
questions they would like answered during our project exploration.

Phase 2-Developing the project:

Phase 2-Developing the project:
The questions we decided to focus on were:
1) Who works in a shop?
2) What do we call the people who buy stuff?
3) What ingredients are in a cake and how do we bake one?
4) What ingredients are in ice cream?
5) Where do the ingredients come from?
6) How do people order sweets and who brings them?
During phase 2 of our project, we continued to learn about sweet shops and
bakeries. I noticed that the students had a combined interest in both candy
stores and bakeries. We decided to explore both ideas and see how they were
alike and different. In the outdoor mud kitchen, the students were able to use all
the resources available to them in dramatic play. The children spent hours
creating tasty treats to share with each other and their teachers. In the kitchen
we made Jell-O, which the students then pretended to make in the mud kitchen.
The students were also given scissors to cut grass, flowers, and other items from
the garden so they could incorporate them in their pretend play. At the sensory
table, we added water beads, and then the children had a chance to make pink
playdough in the kitchen, to bring into the dramatic play area of our classroom.
The children also enjoyed looking at the Kuwait Reggio Center cookbook that
students made last year.
Some of our students brought cook books from home, and in one of them we
found a recipe for mango ice cream. We decided to make this as a class to learn
more about how ice cream is made. The students enjoyed learning about the
ingredients in ice cream and then sharing the tasty treat with their friends. We
learned why cook books, recipes, and lists of ingredients are important. We
examined and learned about different utensils used in the kitchen. The students
learned lots of new vocabulary words.

In the classroom, we had several math and literacy activities related to our
exploration of sweet shops. This took the form of counting ingredients, writing
ingredient lists, using egg cartons and one-to-one correspondence, and much
more! To conduct field work, the students were able to look at a menu from a
real bakery, call them on my phone during the morning meeting and place an
order. Then, we waited for the delivery man to bring our order. The students
were excited to collect the order, pay the delivery man and then see what we
got. We examined the packaging, the receipt, and discussed the logo of the
bakery. Then, as a group we discussed the process that took place in order for us
to get our baked goods:
1) We ordered our baked goods.
2) The baker or chef made it
a) The baker or chef had ingredients and a recipe to follow.
3) An employee packaged it.
a) Stapled the receipt
i) The receipt tells us what we bought and the cost.
4) A delivery man brought the cakes.
5) The box had a heart.
a) The logo.
6) We eat the cakes.

Phase 3-Concluding the project:
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After conducting our field work, we decided to create our own bakery to wrap up
our project. The students decided that our bakery would need a name, logo,
baker, and delivery person. Each student came up with a name for the bakery
and then we used a tally chart to vote on the final name. Next, the students set
to work looking at a variety of logos to get ideas, and then they created their
own. The students helped me to design the final logo. Eva drew a cake and
painted it, and then Khaled, Ali, and Yacoub helped me to put it into a document
and choose a font to go with it.
Once we had our final logo, the students took a vote to decide what would be
the final products that our bakery would sell. We decided on costs and made an
order form to send home to their families. After the order forms were returned,
we tallied up the total number of orders for each item and got to work baking!
The students also designed all the packaging that their orders would go in and
created receipts for their customers. Finally, the baked goods were ready to be
sent home, and each child got to “deliver” them to their customers!
I sent home pretend money to all the parents and asked them to use this
pretend money to pay their children for the baked goods. The students were
able to bring back their hard earned money to school where I had a toy shop set
up for them. Each student was able to buy something from our class toy shop,
which helped them learn about economics. They really got to enjoy the fruits of
their labor!

